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stop within seven days of receiving the notice, they are
deemed in violation of the section.

Feeding deer does seem an innocuous activity, so
why is it prohibited? It is generally the position of the DFG
that wild animals should in fact remain “wild.” In our densely
populated state, humans and wild animals are increas-
ingly coming into conflict with each other. Unfortunately,
many of these conflicts (often involving bears, coyotes,
and deer) stem from the fact that the animals are attracted
into suburban and urban neighborhoods looking for a “free
lunch.” Garbage cans and pet food left outside are major
attractants for both bears and coyotes. While the occa-
sional sighting of a bear, coyote or deer in one’s garden or
yard may be a welcome sight, it’s pretty clear (based on
the complaints that the DFG receives), that the public
quickly loses tolerance for wildlife when garbage cans are

raided, property is damaged, pets are eaten or rose bushes
are uprooted. For these reasons, wild animals should be
allowed and encouraged to steer clear of humans. Well
meaning persons who feed them may in fact be doing them
a disservice.

When a wild animal discovers a readily available
food source, naturally they stay close. The longer they take
the “handouts,” the less fear they have of humans. As they
lose their natural survival instincts, they are far more likely
to become prey to predators. Additionally, “fearless” wild-
life is far more likely to be attacked by domestic dogs or
loiter on highways where they are struck by cars.  In most
cases, wild animals are fully capable of fending for them-
selves, and in general, feeding by humans is neither nec-
essary nor desirable.

T his year 15 extremely lucky hunters were drawn
for the first ever Northeastern California Rocky Moun-

tain Elk Hunt. Five hunters were drawn for the archery
only season and the remaining 10 hunters were selected
for the general season. The hunt area was very large and
encompassed much of northeastern California. Most of
the new zone had never been opened to elk hunting, and
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recent DFG studies confirmed the presence of several
healthy herds of elk within the zone.

The DFG surveyed the elk hunters after the season
in order to evaluate their experiences. The success of these
two hunts was high—nine out of 10 rifle hunters tagged
an animal, and two of the five archery hunters were also

successful. Nearly all of the hunters reported
having a favorable experience and were thank-
ful for the opportunity to hunt elk in California.

by Jon Fischer

Rob Plath took this Rocky Mountain elk bull
in the rifle portion of the new Northeastern
California elk hunt zone.


